Tobacco Retall Licensing:

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Tobacco Retail
Licensing propose to do?

Tobacco Retail Licensing is a
tool used to improve enforce-
ment of federal, state, and
local tobacco laws. It enables
local jurisdictions to identify
tobacco retailers, monitor
their compliance with laws
and enforce penalties if to-
bacco is sold to people under
the age of 21. It provides a
platform for retailer educa-
tion and consequences if to-
bacco is sold illegally. Penal-
ties, such as fines or suspend-
ing retailers’ ability to sell to-
bacco, deter retailers from
selling tobacco to youth.

Tobacco Retail Licensing requires
all businesses in the county, includ-
ing large retailers, convenience
stores, and gas stations, to pur-
chase an annual license to sell to-
bacco and nicotine products, in-
cluding E-cigarettes.

Tobacco Retail Licensing is part of
Tillamook County’s comprehensive
strategy to prevent youth from us-
ing nicotine products and end the
burden of tobacco-related disease
and death.

What is the economic im-
pact of Tobacco Retail Li-
censing?

Licensing fees and fines
would be used to fund the
implementation and enforce-
ment of a tobacco retail li-
censing system. The rate for
Tillamook County has not yet
been determined. Similar or-
dinances in Oregon have fees
ranging from $125 in Benton
County to $683 in Multnomah
County. A $125 — $683 fee
amounts to $0.34 — $1.87 per
day to sell tobacco and nico-
tine products. The impact on
store revenue would be mini-
mal, as retailers are able to
raise tobacco prices to offset
the cost of the license.

What does Tobacco Retail
Licensing mean for Tilla-
mook County?

Tobacco remains the number
one cause of preventable
death and disease in Oregon.
Tobacco Retail Licensing will
reduce youth access and initi-
ation to tobacco and nicotine
products, protecting them
from a lifetime of addiction
and tobacco-related disease.
This will ultimately improve
quality of life, health care sav-
ings and lead to a healthier
and more productive work-
force.

For more information, visit Tillamookchc.org or Smokefreeoregon.com




How effective is Tobacco
Retail Licensing in reducing
youth access to tobacco?

Tobacco Retail Licensing re-
duces illegal sales to minors
through retailer education and
enforcement of laws. Oregon
is 1 of only 9 states that does
not have a state tobacco retail
licensing system in place.
Communities across the coun-
try, including four counties and
a number of cities within Ore-
gon, are implementing Tobac-
co Retail Licensing to prevent
youth from illegally purchasing
nicotine products. While it is
too soon to see the results in
Oregon, a recent assessment
of 33 communities in California
that implemented a tobacco
retail license, showed dramati-
cally decreased rates of illegal

youth sales.

“A private employer may pay
over $5,816 annually to employ
an individual who smokes to-
bacco compared to a non-
smoking employee.”

Contact:

Why focus on tobacco regu-
lation in the retail environ-
ment?

Youth who have more oppor-
tunities to obtain tobacco and
see more tobacco advertising
are more likely to use tobacco
and nicotine products due to
their susceptibility to market-
ing. Studies show that density
of tobacco retailers and prox-
imity of retailers to schools im-
pacts youth tobacco rates. Lo-
cal retailers play an important
role in the health of the com-
munities in which they serve.
Why are electronic cigarettes
and other vaping products
included in this licensing?
Many youth today are being
introduced to nicotine through
e-cigarettes rather than con-
ventional cigarettes and tobac-
co products. According to the
Oregon Health Authority's
2019 Oregon Healthy Teen
Survey, 82% of Tillamook 8th
graders who have used tobac-
co products started with e-
cigarettes or other vaping
products.

Tara Stevens, Tobacco Prevention

and Education Coordinator
tstevens@co.tillamook.or.us
503-842-3900 x 4200
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